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Western Specialty Contractors Receives Preservation Award for  
Academy Museum of Motion Pictures Façade Restoration 

(St. Louis, MO, Oct. 29, 2019) – Western Specialty Contractors proudly announces that it has received a 

California Preservation Foundation 2019 Preservation Design Award for Technology and Craftsmanship 

for its role in conserving the Streamline Moderne facades of the Saban Building in Los Angeles. The 

award was presented at an Oct. 18th awards ceremony at the InterContinental Mark Hopkins in San 

Francisco.  

Award recipients were selected by a jury of top professionals in the fields of architecture, engineering, 

planning and history, as well as renowned architecture critics and journalists. In making their decision, 

the jury noted that the project was a model for preservation integrity, according to an announcement 

on the foundation’s website. Constructed in 1939, the Saban Building is located on Wilshire and Fairfax 

next to the Los Angeles County Museum of Art campus and is listed as a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural 

Monument.  

“Many consultants had looked at it and said the building was beyond repair, but they did it. They saved 

so much – it’s not just excellent craftsmanship, but great preservation. They demonstrated the level of 

integrity that can be brought to an old building like that,” the foundation’s announcement read. “Their 

use of innovative repair techniques combined with traditional skills and materials exemplifies best 



practice in architectural conservation encompassed under the Secretary of the Interior’s Standard for 

Preservation, and by the California Preservation Foundation’s award classification for 

craftsmanship/preservation technology.” 

Western Specialty Contractors branches in Los Angeles, CA and Seattle, WA teamed up to restore the 

historic Saban Building (formerly the May Company department store) in Los Angeles, which would 

become the future home of the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures. Western crews worked alongside 

renowned historic preservation consultant John Fidler; New York Pritzker-Prize winning architect Renzo 

Piano with Renzo Piano Building Workshop and Gensler; general contractor Matt Construction of Los 

Angeles, CA; and owner’s representative Paratus Group of New York, NY.  

Western crews installed new limestone and granite on a portion of the existing building’s façade, made 

limestone Dutchman repairs, applied waterproofing, repaired window frames, patched and cleaned 

stone, installed granite Dutchman repairs and waterproofed portions of the façade.  

“This is one of those unique projects that demanded very smart people working together to rapidly 

solve complicated problems. Western Specialty Contractors was met with various challenges such as 

sourcing stone from original quarries, logistics and timely delivery of stone. The major obstacles faced 

on this project included setting hundreds of 700-pound stone panels on a wall that needed to be set 

perfectly flat with a non-flat substrate. Our master craftsmen were faced with attaching all these stone 

panels using anchors that the consultant has magically hidden in the limestone panels,” said Western 

Specialty Contractors Director National Accounts/Marketing Crystal Moyer. “Several keys to success on 

this project included an extremely organized general contractor coordinating hundreds of sub-trades 

and craftsmen seamlessly day to day. The architect also spent countless hours onsite collaborating the 

design along with quick team decision-making. We are proud to have been entrusted by the Academy 

with this work and honored to partake in this once in a lifetime project.”  

Scheduled to open in 2019, the 290,000-square-foot, six-story Academy Museum of Motion Pictures will 

celebrate and explore the history and art of films and filmmaking through exhibition galleries, two state-

of-the-art theaters including the 1,000-seat David Geffen Theater, education studio, restaurant and cafe, 

event spaces, and a store.  

About Western Specialty Contractors 



Family-owned and operated for more than 100 years, Western Specialty Contractors is the nation’s 

largest specialty contractor in masonry and concrete restoration, waterproofing and specialty 

roofing. Western offers a nationwide network of expertise that building owners, engineers, architects 

and property managers can count on to develop cost-effective, corrective measures that can add years 

of useful life to a variety of structures including industrial, commercial, healthcare, historic, educational 

and government buildings, parking structures and sports stadiums. Western is headquartered in St. 

Louis, MO with 30 branch offices nationwide and employs more than 1,200 salaried and hourly 

professionals who offer the best, time-tested techniques and innovative technology. For more 

information about Western Specialty Contractors, visit www.westernspecialtycontractors.com.  
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