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Western Specialty Contractors Applies Protective Waterproofing to  
New Milner Library Plaza at Illinois State University   

(St. Louis, MO, May 29, 2019) Western Specialty Contractors – Springfield, IL branch recently helped to 

replace and protect a new concrete plaza surrounding Milner Library at Illinois State University in 

Normal, IL. The project was put on an aggressive four-month schedule to complete before the winter set 

in.  

The project began in August 2018 with contractors shoring the deck to allow for equipment access. The 

concrete topping slab and existing waterproofing membrane were then removed for installation of a 

new waterproofing membrane system underneath.  

Western’s crew applied approximately 36,000 square feet of hot-applied waterproofing to the plaza 

area, which included a layer of primer, waterproofing, reinforcing fabric, waterproofing, protection 

board and 1-inch insulation. Electronic Field Vector Mapping (EFVM) was used to locate holes or leaks in 

the new waterproofing membrane so that repairs could be made quickly, and the project could be kept 

on schedule.  

Western also performed masonry work on the plaza, which consisted of removing existing granite 

stones at the base of Milner Library, as well as two courses of brick above the granite. New 

waterproofing was applied behind the masonry, along with new stainless-steel flashing. Western crews 

then reinstalled the granite, along with new brick around the entire perimeter of the building after the 

new topping slab was poured.   



In order to keep the project on schedule, Western also utilized larger crews. The project was completed 

within budget and on schedule in December 2018. The engineer on the project was SmithGroup. 

About Western Specialty Contractors 

Family-owned and operated for more than 100 years, Western Specialty Contractors is the nation’s 

largest specialty contractor in masonry and concrete restoration, waterproofing and specialty 

roofing. Western offers a nationwide network of expertise that building owners, engineers, architects, 

and property managers can count on to develop cost-effective, corrective measures that can add years 

of useful life to a variety of structures including industrial, commercial, healthcare, historic, educational 

and government buildings, parking structures, and sports stadiums. Western is headquartered in St. 

Louis, MO with 30 branch offices nationwide and employs more than 1,200 salaried and hourly 

professionals who offer the best, time-tested techniques and innovative technology. For more 

information about Western Specialty Contractors, visit www.westernspecialtycontractors.com.                      
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