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Western Specialty Contractors Dismantles, Reconstructs 19th Century  
Historic Façade onto New Chicago, IL Mixed-Use Development  

 

(St. Louis, MO, May 16, 2019) The historic Dental Professional Building at 2358 North Lincoln Avenue in 

Chicago’s Lincoln Park neighborhood may no longer exist, but through the expertise of Western 

Specialty Contractors – Chicago Masonry branch, its façade is still visible today as a significant element 

of the new Lincoln Common mixed-use development Lincoln Avenue street wall.  

As part of the new Lincoln Common project, the façade from this building was dismantled, catalogued 

and palletized for incorporation into a new building. The previous building had been categorized as 

having an “Orange-rated” status, meaning that it potentially possessed architectural features that make 

it significant within the surrounding Chicago community. Working in concert with the city’s Landmarks 

Division, the project architect, Antunovich Associates, designed and documented a façade retention 

strategy. 

“In order to preserve and incorporate the architectural significance of the 1890s-vintage neighborhood 

commercial building, Western was given the unique opportunity to reconstruct the historic façade on a 

new building,” said Adam Gdowski, Chicago Masonry project manager.  

Western’s master masons began the project by carefully deconstructing the historic building’s entire 

masonry exterior - brick, limestone and terra cotta - along with the decorative steel cornice that would 

later be replicated due to the deterioration of the metal. The salvaged materials were then carefully 

cleaned and meticulously cataloged on site, leaving the brick masonry backup in place for later 

demolition.  



All of the façade pieces were carefully documented and left on site in custom-built crates until the new 

structure was built. The rebuilding process consisted of a Concrete Masonry Unit (CMU) backup with 

installation of the terra cotta masonry units at the lower level in their original locations. The remaining 

two levels were rebuilt with the salvaged masonry brick. Historical lime putty mortar was used for the 

brick locations to match the narrow mortar joints of the original structure. All the detailed brick areas 

were meticulously reinstalled in their original locations in the new facade, along with the limestone sills 

and arches. 

Once the masonry work was completed, Western replicated and installed new decorative metal 

cornices. Later, the windows, doors and storefront materials were installed by others. As a finished 

project, the elegance of the historic facade embellishes the new building, which hosts office and retail 

tenants. 

The project, which required 15 months of work, was completed on budget. The general contractor on 

the project was W.E. O’Neil Construction and the architect was Antunovich Associates, both Chicago-

based firms.  

“Western Specialty Contractors rose to the challenge of dismantling and reconstructing the Orange-

rated façade at 2358 N. Lincoln Ave. as part of the overall Lincoln Common development,” said Clark C. 

Christensen, Associate Principal at Antunovich Associates. “Throughout the entire process, it was a 

pleasure collaborating with Western’s master masons on this signature façade project.” 

About Western Specialty Contractors 

Family-owned and operated for more than 100 years, Western Specialty Contractors is the nation’s 

largest specialty contractor in masonry and concrete restoration, waterproofing and specialty 

roofing. Western offers a nationwide network of expertise that building owners, engineers, architects 

and property managers can count on to develop cost-effective, corrective measures that can add years 

of useful life to a variety of structures including: industrial, commercial, healthcare, historic, educational 

and government buildings, parking structures and sports stadiums. Western is headquartered in St. 

Louis, MO with 30 branch offices nationwide and employs more than 1,200 salaried and hourly 

professionals who offer the best, time-tested techniques and innovative technology. For more 

information about Western Specialty Contractors, visit www.westernspecialtycontractors.com.            
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