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Western Specialty Contractors to Participate in New York City's 

Annual Create + Construct Symposium  
 

(St. Louis, MO, Sept. 6, 2017) Western Specialty Contractors, along with a diverse group of architectural, 

engineering and construction experts, will participate in the third annual Create + Construct symposium 

on Sept. 19 in New York City. The symposium is sponsored by Simpson Gumpertz & Heger Inc. (SGH), a 

national engineering firm that designs, investigates and rehabilitates structures and building enclosures.   

According to a press release on the event, the New York City Mayor's Office reports that 90 percent of 

the city's one million structures will still be in use in 2050. Building permits for construction on existing 

buildings have doubled in value over the last five years from $4.5 billion in 2011 to more than $9 billion 

in 2016, according to the New York Buildings Congress. In the wake of this shift, Create + Construct will 

serve as a forum for AEC practitioners to discuss how to transform these structures and build a stronger 

New York City through adaptive reuse and rehabilitation.  

An American Institute of Architects (AIA) - accredited educational event, the full-day symposium will 

feature five sessions, including a panel discussion on the challenges of updating existing structures.  

Michael Radigan, Senior Operations Manager of Western Specialty Contractors' Facades Division, will 

participate in Session 4: Extend + Enhance. This session will also include speakers from Page Ayres 

Cowley Architecture and Simpson Gumpertz & Heger. Radigan’s contribution to the program will include 

specifics of the $70 million recladding and enhancement of 215 East 68th Street, a high-end apartment 

building on NYC’s Upper East Side. The terra cotta rainscreen recladding installed by Western is one of 
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the largest of its kind in the nation and provides enhanced energy efficiency, aesthetics and overall 

performance of the building.  

Radigan specializes in overseeing large-scale, complex facade restoration and recladding projects. He 

has more than 35 years of construction experience in NYC, having worked on such high-profile projects 

as the Empire State Building, Tweed Courthouse, Woolworth Building, One Madison, 11 Waverly Place 

and Guardian Life Building.  

The symposium will include a keynote presentation by Annabelle Selldorf of Selldorf Architects on 

architecture and design trends affecting adaptive reuse projects, and a panel discussion on the current 

and future state of this critical market sector moderated by Guy Geier, AIA New York President-Elect and 

FXFOWLE Managing Partner. 

Final registration for the event closes on Sept. 12, 2017. The symposium will take place at the Rubin 

Museum of Art, 150 W 17th Street, New York, NY. The event will begin with registration at 8 a.m. and 

conclude with a reception at 5 p.m. For more information about the symposium, visit 

www.sgh.com/create-construct. 

About Western Specialty Contractors 

Family-owned and operated for over 100 years, Western Specialty Contractors is the nation’s largest 

specialty contractor in masonry and concrete restoration, waterproofing and specialty roofing. Western 

offers a nationwide network of expertise that building owners, engineers, architects and property 

managers can count on to develop cost-effective, corrective measures that can add years of useful life 

to a variety of structures including: industrial, commercial, healthcare, historic, educational and 

government buildings, parking structures and sports stadiums. Western is headquartered in St. Louis, 

MO with over 30 branch offices nationwide and employs more than 1,200 salaried and hourly 

professionals who offer the best, time-tested techniques and innovative technology. For more 

information about Western Specialty Contractors, visit www.westernspecialtycontractors.com.                      
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