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Western Specialty Contractors Uses Hand-Sanding to Minimize Noise/Dust 
While Repairing Walkway and Steps at Southern Methodist University 

 
(St. Louis, MO, July 09, 2015) - Dallas, Texas-based Western Specialty Contractors, formerly named 

Western Waterproofing Company, recently proved that doing work the old fashioned way by hand is still 

sometimes the best way.  

 

Western crews recently completed a maintenance and repair project for the Southern Methodist 

University (SMU) School of Law in Dallas, Texas which required workers to use hand-sanding instead of 

machinery to complete the job.  

 

Concrete around the quadrant area had begun to deteriorate due to steel rails being embedded directly 

into the concrete. Water eventually reached the steel, which caused it to expand and damage the 

surrounding concrete. The steel rails were sanded to ensure bonding and aesthetic longevity and were 

sealed to prevent future damage. 

 

The scope of work also included re-caulking the walkway and steps, making epoxy injection repairs to 

the concrete cracks, repairing metal expansion joints, cleaning and repainting steel joint brackets, 

making overhead concrete spall repairs, repainting and caulking the handrail, removing stains and 

repairing stone, replacing the corroded hollow metal frame doors, and cleaning the pavement and 

steps.  

 

The university required that the area be kept completely open at all times for students to walk through, 

and that noise and dust be kept at a minimum so nearby classes would not be disrupted. Western used 



strategic planning to allow a steady flow of pedestrian traffic through the construction zone and utilized 

hand-sanding, instead of sand blasting or power washing, to keep the dust and noise levels down.   

 

 "The strategic planning between Western and SMU was one of the most important aspects of the 

project. Western effectively planned ahead and mobilized quickly to take advantage of the month-long 

holiday break to do all of the heavy work. If this work had been done while school was in session, the 

walkway would have needed to be closed. Therefore, noise and dust was kept to a minimum by planning 

ahead and hand-sanding when school resumed," said Teddy Williams, Western Assistant Regional 

Business Development Manager.  

 
Western crews were able to successfully complete the project within two months.    

 
About Western Specialty Contractors 

Family-owned and operated for 100 years, Western Specialty Contractors is the nation’s largest specialty 

contractor in masonry and concrete restoration, waterproofing and specialty roofing. Western offers a 

nationwide network of expertise that building owners, engineers, architects and property managers can 

count on to develop cost-effective, corrective measures that can add years of useful life to a variety of 

structures including: industrial, commercial, healthcare, historic, educational and government buildings, 

parking structures and sports stadiums. Western is headquartered in St. Louis, MO with over 30 branch 

offices nationwide and employs more than 1,200 salaried and hourly professionals who offer the best, 

time-tested techniques and innovative technology. For more information about Western Specialty 

Contractors, visit www.westernspecialtycontractors.com.  
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