





Western Improves
Appearance

and Acoustics of
Seattle Landmark

Although St. Mark’s Cathedral in Seattle, Wash., was ded-
icated in 1931, the exterior wasn't finished. At least, it
wasn't finished as it was originally planned. Building funds
dwindled in the aftermath of the stock market crash of
1929, and plans for a magnificent stone-clad fagade had
to be abandoned. The church was left with a board-
formed concrete exterior.

When the Seattle branch of Western Waterproofing began
work on the Thomsen Chapel at St. Mark’s, stopping
moisture intrusion through the "unfinished" exterior was a
key part of the project.

"That concrete really wasn't meant to be the final outer
surface," said Jaime Gaumnitz, Seattle branch manager. "So it's not surprising that the
chapel experienced problems with water infiltration."

The scope of the work for the exterior included cleaning, patching and repairing the con-
crete, as well as the limestone and brick trim. Western also applied stone consolidation
to the stone surrounds on windows and doors, cut out and caulked all exterior window
perimeters, then applied a clear water repellent to the entire exterior.

In the chapel’s interior, the Western crew removed stains and efflorescence and made
modifications to accommodate the installation of a new organ. Infills that comprised a

significant portion of the interior posed a particular challenge. The acoustical engineer
was concerned that the infills, which were made of a rather porous material similar to

stuccocrete, would negatively affect the sound quality of the new organ.

The crew did several mock-ups to test both the appearance and acoustic characteristics
of different materials. Happily, the treatment church officials liked best passed the
acoustic engineer’s criteria, too. It was also one of the least expensive alternatives.

"We ended up applying Sonocrete® Gel Patch over the infills. We built it out about 1/16"
and finished it with a smooth steel trowel," Curt
Romberg, lead foreman, said. "The Gel Patch was a
charcoal color and, with the existing material, gave
the infill the look of veined black marble."

After a thorough cleaning of the stone floor, the
chapel was ready for weddings and other important
occasions — looking and sounding better than ever. &
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Ben Bishop, Jr.,
Named CEO of The
Western Group

Benjamin M. Bishop, Jr., Chief
Operating Officer of The Western Group,
has been chosen to succeed William L.
Bishop as Chief Executive Officer. The
change in leadership became effective
September 30, 2003.

Ben Bishop, Jr., is a member of the
third generation of Bishops to lead the
firm and is only the fifth CEO in the
company's 88-year history. He has 31
years of experience with Western,
starting in 1972 as a field laborer
during college summer breaks. After
college he served with the St. Louis
branch office as a new construction
estimator until 1982. He then opened
Western's new Denver branch office,
became regional manager of mid-west
operations in 1988, and led the
Southeast Division from 1992 to 1997.

Past director of the Sealant,
Waterproofing & Restoration Institute,

he will continue in his capacity as COO.












Persistence of Houston Branch Results
in a Brighter Exterior for Church

With extensive experience in masonry restoration, Western
Waterproofing’s Houston branch is well accustomed to the effort
involved with removing decades of dirt, biological matter and
environmental discoloration from stone. But during the cleaning of
the limestone exterior of the Trinity Episcopal Church in Houston,

the Western crew hit a snag.

"Cleaning tests were conducted and used
to specify methods and materials,"
explained John Volz of Volz & Associates,
preservation consultant on the project.
"The work went well elsewhere, but not
on the bell tower."

Volz speculates a sealer may have been
applied to the tower after the exterior of

the church was sandblasted some years
ago, causing the difference in outcomes.
Whatever the reason for the problem, the
prominence of the tower meant its
appearance was crucial to the success of
the project.

"We went through one cycle of cleaning,
then another, and even a third one in
some areas before we were able to
remove all the staining," explained Charlie

West, Houston branch manager. "It took
persistence, but we managed to get
it done."

The exterior masonry restoration was
part of the extensive work done on the
church, which was designed by noted
architect Ralph Adams Cram in con-
junction with a local Houston firm. Fretz
Construction was general
contractor and Hill Swift
Architects was architect for
the project. Both firms are
located in Houston.

The Western crew repaired
cracked and spalled lime-
stone, replaced damaged
stones and applied a consoli-
dation treatment. Different
degrees of weathering

and exposure, as well as
variances in stone color,
required careful matching

for repairs.

"Mixing the mortar was an
ongoing task," stated West.
"We couldn’t do just one
match and work out of the same bucket
all day. There was a lot of custom blend-
ing done on site every day."

The porous nature of the limestone and
previous structural problems also created
challenges.

"The limestone was used as a veneer, not
solid wall construction. Over the years, the
stones shifted, and the veneer bulged in

The bell tower of Trinity Episcopal Church required three
cycles of cleaning in some areas to remove the staining
from the limestone.

places," commented Volz. "Kenneth
Walters and his crew did an excellent job
of blending their work to make the repairs
nearly imperceptible."

West agreed, citing crewmembers’ expert-
ise and pride in their work as key factors
in the success of the project.

"The Hernandez brothers — Jose, Sammy
and Federico — are real craftsmen and the
best darned stone setters in Texas," he
said. "You can count on a good outcome
when you have guys like that on your
team."

Owner: Trinity Episcopal Church
Architect: Hill Swift Architects

Gen. Contr.: Fretz Construction
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